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Our Lord Jesus
Christ

A Not So Boring Genealogy

Craig Bate

In December, 2014, | was asked to preach on Matthew 1:1-17 — Jesus genealogy to the Y outh Group. My first
thought was “How Boring!” Since we know that Jesus is called the “King of Kings” and our “Lord and Savior”,
his genealogy must consist of perfection and righteousness. Then | started to think how my own (or your) gene-
alogy reflects the people we are and how much of our character is shaped by our ancestry. The search of my an-
cestry yielded some interesting discoveries and left me contemplating this very question.

On my mother’s side, | can trace my ancestry back to the one and only King of Wales. However, since Wales
has become part of Great Britain, the king has been demoted to the Prince of Wales. While at timesin my lifel
have sometimes felt like a King and may have even acted in a*“Princely” fashion, | do not carry either title with
meto thisday. I’ ve certainly been demoted.

On my father’s side, | can trace my ancestry back to the Mayflower. While this would generally be considered
something to be proud of, any pride | might have had was diminished by the fact that my ancestor started the
voyage as an indentured servant, only to become a free man when his master died during the passage. Y ou might
say that this was a fortunate occurrence (for my ancestor) but then, not so fortunate when he fell overboard
(perhaps through excessive celebration and a bit of rum). But then again, fortunate for him (and for me), because
he was rescued. But, (I pondered), does my father’ s family tree (stemming from an indentured servant) really fit
with my mother’s (stemming from a king and a prince)?

The Bible says that Jesus would come through the line of David but, on examination of thisline, | came up with
afew surprises. First of all, not al in thisline was Jewish (Tamar, Rahab and Ruth were gentiles). Secondly,
some bore sons through trickery and feminine enticement (Tamar with Judah and Bathsheba with King David).
And, thirdly, some had |ess than stellar pasts (Rahab was a prostitute in Sodom and King David had arranged for
Bathsheba' s husband to be killed in battle). So, (I pondered) does David’ s line redly fit with the creator God and
the genealogy of Jesus that | expected?

As| pondered al of this, it cameto me. | have no control over who came before me. For better or for worse, it is
set like a hand of cards dealt in bridge, gin rummy or hearts. Whether I’ m pleased with my hand or wish | had
been dealt a better one, | can’t change that. My goal is to understand what |’ ve been dealt and play the cards the
best | can — not fretting about the outcome but enjoying the opportunity to play the game. So, my pondering has
cometo an end and I’'m al-in for the game. What about you?
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(ofteninitial capital letter) the foreseeing care and guidance of God or nature over the creatures of the
earth;
(initial capital letter) God, especially when conceived as omnisciently, directing the universe and the

affairs of humankind with wise benevolence;
amanifestation of divine care or direction.
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Youth Group

“Don't let anyone ook down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believersin
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

The OCECC Y outh Group consists of all the middle school and high school students who are part of the
church. We strive to help each other strengthen our relationship with the Lord, and support each other in
times of need. The youth have been blessed with countless teachers who devoted and continue to devote
their time to help both individuals and the group in general to experience the Lord’ s unfailing and eternal
love. Thanksto coordinators Michael and Sherry, we are able to regularly meet on Friday nights. These
meetings are filled with both fun and enlightening lessons. We also share prayer requests that help strength-
en the group. Through all the blessings the Lord has bestowed upon us - the teachers and coordinators, the
engaging and effective lesson plans, and the strong friendship that all the youth share, the OCECC Y outh
Group has become afamily.
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